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 AS WE GATHER  

God’s vivifying Word cleaves the darkness of humanity’s sin and death, 
accomplishing the rescue mission on which He speaks it forth. 

Turned in upon ourselves, the ground of our hearts 
at different times in our lives is hard-packed, 

rock-infested, and thorn-choked 
until God’s merciful speaking creates fertile, receptive soil 
in which the vivifying Word of His Gospel finds purchase, 

takes root, and bears much fruit. 
Through the Spirit’s ministry of God’s Word and Sacraments, 

we receive the adoption as beloved sons and daughters. 
So we rejoice and cry out “Abba! Father!” 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
Hymn  PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY  #790  

 
 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  ~Matthew 28:19b 
P O You who hears prayer, 
C to You shall all flesh come. 
P When iniquities prevail against me, 
C You atone for our transgressions. 
P Blessèd is the one You choose and bring near 
C to dwell in Your courts!  ~Psalm 65:2-4a 
 

① 



 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P Abba! Father! 
C How easily we turn a deaf ear 
  to Your living voice in Your Word 
  both when You call us to honest account 
  for our thoughts, words, and actions, 
  and also when You speak graciously 
  of Your tender fatherly love for us. 
 By living according to our egotistic plans for success 
  we live the lie that we are somehow indebted to the flesh 
  to fulfill its lustful desires. 
 Have mercy on us, O God, forgive our sins, 
  and lead us to everlasting life. 
P People loved by Jesus, you have not received the spirit of slavery 
  to fall back into fear 
  but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
  as sons and daughters by whom we cry together: 
C “Abba! Father!” 
P Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Jesus 
  and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins— 
  in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Alleluia, amen! 
 

 WORD 
 

INTROIT PSALM 103:8&15-19 
P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
P As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; 
C for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, 
  and its place knows it no more. 
P But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
  on those who fear him, 
C and his righteousness to children's children, 
  to those who keep his covenant 
  and remember to do his commandments. 
P The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, 
C and his kingdom rules over all. 
P The LORD is merciful and gracious, 
C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

② 



KYRIE  LORD, HAVE MERCY  LSB 186 
C ♫ Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 
LUKE 2:14  JOHN 1:29  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 
C ♫ and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
 We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 
     we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory. 
 O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 
 O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 
 O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
     that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
 Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 
 Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
     have mercy upon us. 
 For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
 Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
     art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P Abba! Father! 
  You have given us the Spirit of adoption in the waters of our Baptism. 
C Grant that we may come to know and believe Your Word 
  that makes us what You always intended us to be: 
  Your own beloved sons and daughters— 
  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns in communion and love with You 
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

③  



OLD TESTAMENT  ISAIAH 55:10-13 

GOD’S WORD ACCOMPLISHES HIS PURPOSES 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
 and do not return there but water the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
 it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
 shall break forth into singing, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

GRADUAL  ROMANS 11:33&36 

P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things! 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

④



EPISTLE  ROMANS 8:12-17 

THE SPIRIT OF ADOPTION 
So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led 
by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him 
in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

ALLELUIA  PRAISE GOD  LSB 190 
PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  MATTHEW 13:1-9&18-23 
THE WORD OF THE KINGDOM AS SEED BEING SOWN 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
C (LSB 190) ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And 
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. 
And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.  
Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,  
and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but 
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root,  
they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let him 
hear.” 
 

⑤ 



“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along 
the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution 
arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and 
it proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C (LSB 191) ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ! 

 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

Hymn  ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST  #577 

 

 
 

SERMON  “GROWING LIKE A SEED!”  ISAIAH 55:10-13 

The Point: God’s Word works! 
The Problem: We often complain about and doubt God’s rain/reign, 
  looking at/to all the wrong things and places for growth, 
  and thus experience emptiness 
 The Promise: God’s Word will ultimately bud and flower— 
  already has, in fact, through Jesus, the Word become flesh— 
  and, in the meantime, through the power of the Holy Spirit 

 accomplishes the purposes for which He sent it out 
 

⑥



 OFFERING  
Hymn CREATE IN ME #956 

PLEASE STAND AS THE HYMN IS INTRODUCED 
While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your name(s) in the fellowship registers, 
indicating the date and time of the service you are attending. To help us serve you more effectively, 
please use the blanks provided to indicate a change in mailing address, phone numbers (home, 
work, cell, fax) or e-mail address(es). Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them 
stick out of the top of the folder so that the ushers can collect them. Thank you! 

 
 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Abba! Father! 
 Your children lack for nothing under Your gracious, fatherly care. 
C Cause us to trust Your Word and live in our true identity 
  as Your beloved sons and daughters adopted by grace. 
P Abba! Father! 
 Your children live throughout the kingdoms of this world. 
C We pray for Donald, our president; Bruce, our governor; 
  Bob, our mayor; and for all who make, administer, 
  and judge the laws in this and every land. 
 Grant them wisdom to do justice, love mercy, 
  and walk humbly before You. 
P Abba! Father! 
 Your children are suffering and need Your help. 
C Be present with everyone who is afflicted in body, mind, or spirit. 
 Free people who are enslaved by addiction. 
 Use Your power to heal and bring wholeness to Your children 
  both in this world and the next. 
P Abba! Father! 
 Your children gather here to be reminded of and confirmed in  
  Your love for us. 
C From wherever we have wandered this week 
  we have now returned here at Your bidding. 
P Abba! Father! 
 Your children live throughout this earth and in Your nearer presence,  
  where they now rest from their labors. 
C By Your Word and Spirit guide us along the pilgrim way 
  and bring us at last with all Your saints to the joys 
  of Your presence in Your kingdom, which never ends. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P Into Your hands, Abba, Father, we commend all for whom we pray, 
C trusting in Your mercy—through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen. 

 

⑦ 



 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

(Saturday) 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth.  
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
    born of the virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended into hell.   
    The third day He rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy Christian Church,  
       the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole Church 
as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 

 

WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 11 WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

⑧ 



CONFESSION OF FAITH  THE NICENE CREED 

(Sunday) 
C I believe in one God, 
    the Father Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth 
       and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
    the only-begotten Son of God, 
    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
    God of God, Light of Light, 
    very God of very God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    being of one substance with the Father, 
    by whom all things were made; 
    who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
    and was made man; 
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered and was buried. 
    And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
       and ascended into heaven 
    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
    And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
       living and the dead, 
    whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the Lord and giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
       and glorified, 
    who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,  
    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,  
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
    and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

Us means all people. 
Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole 

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine. 
 

⑨ 



 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 

our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and 

loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, 

in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or an elder. Alcohol-

removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 
 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f.; 10:32f.; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 

 

PREFACE  LSB 194 
 

P The Lord be with you.  ~2 Timothy 4:22 

C ♫ And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts.  ~Colossians 3:1 
C ♫ We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. ~Psalm 136 
C ♫ It is meet and right so to do. 

 
 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God— 

C through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  through whom we have received the Spirit of adoption. 

P Therefore, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

  evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
ISAIAH 6:3  MATTHEW 21:9  LSB 195 

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blesséd is He, blesséd is He, blesséd is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Sabaoth (SAH-bay-oath) is Hebrew for “heavenly hosts”. 

Hosanna is a Hebrew word of praise meaning “save us now”. 
 

⑩ 



 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

P Blessèd are You, Lord of heaven and earth, 
  for You have had mercy on those whom You created 
  and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
  and be our Savior. 
C With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
  accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice 
  of His body and His blood on the cross. 
P Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
  we rejoice, Abba, Father, that You have given us 
  the Spirit of adoption as Your own sons and daughters. 
C Therefore we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, 
  and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
 Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 
  as He bids us do in His own testament. 
 Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth 
  to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 
  of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
P Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 
C To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship— 
  with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Alleluia, amen! 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9-13  LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven… 
C ♫ For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

SATURDAY WORSHIP CONTINUES ON PAGE 12 WITH THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 WORDS OF OUR LORD  
MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 

 
PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19  LSB 197 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C ♫ Amen. 

 
AGNUS DEI  LAMB OF GOD  JOHN 1:29  LSB 198 

C ♫ O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 
grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
 

⑪



 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR  #619 
Hymn  O CHRIST, OUR TRUE AND ONLY LIGHT  #839 
Hymn  WHAT IS THIS BREAD  #629 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS  SONG OF SIMEON  LUKE 2:29-32  LSB 199 

PLEASE STAND 

C ♫ Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, 

which Thou has prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING  LSB 200 
P Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C ♫ and His mercy endureth forever. 
P Thank You, Abba, Father, 
  for the gifts You have given Your children today. 
C Use these gifts to strengthen us in living our baptismal identity 
  each day as Your sons and daughters— 
  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns in communion and love with You 
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 ♫ Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS  LSB 201  BENEDICTION 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C ♫ Thanks be to God. 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 
 The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

~Numbers 6:24-26 
C ♫ Amen, amen, amen.   
 

Hymn  FOR THE FRUITS OF HIS CREATION  #894 
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⑫ 


